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S. O’JESTIOnll.'u BEFORE AND AFTER COLOMBO'S RE - 

HARKS WAS h'OSrttE, NOT AEL Y FROM 7«E COMMON I $7 HUS 

see i a: 1ST senators, but also -from some Christian demo- 

CRATS AND REPRESENT AT IVES C? FRINGE PARTIES. THE COAL 
OF THE COMMUNIST S IS, OF COURSE, TO OISCREOIT CO I BY 
ACCUSING IT OF BE I KG" SOFT OH FASCISM. ThE SOCIALIST:, 

WHO NATURALLY COVET Mr n, ARE SUIlOlKG T*it IR 'MhGE -- VI 1H 
AN EYE TO THE FUTURE -- AS A PASTY THAT IS HARD ON 
DICTATORSHIPS. Ill FACT, THE DEBATE WAS MAINLY FPOIIPTED 
BY THE RECENT RETURN TO ITALY FROM ARGENTINA Or SIX 
ITALIAN PARLIAMENTARIANS, VhO HAD CC.'.f THERE TO LOOK 
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E.O. 12356: OECL: 1/12/S9 

TAGS: PINS, PREt, SHUM, AR-, IT 

SUEJECT: f ORE ICC MIN I STES COLOMBO CONFRONTS ITALIAN 

SENATE Oil OUEST I Oil OF MISSING PERSONS IK ARGENTINA 


REF: £2 BUENOS AIRES 727.4 


INTO THE MhTTER iREFTElt. 

6; COMMENT: THOUGH MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE JANUARY 

11 DEEATE VaS HEAVY, ESPECIALLY IK THE LEFT-LEANING 
PRESS, WE SUSPECT THAT THE MATTER Will NOV DIE DO'-'N FOf 
A WHILE. DESPITE THE ATTACKS Oil UFA, ITS RECORD APPEARS 
GOOD. ESPECIALLY IF WE TAKE -+«T0 COIlSIOERAl Kill THE 
NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO HAVE ATTAINED FREEDOM. INTEREST 
Will NOT FULL* ABATE HERE III ITALY, HOWEVER, UNTIL GOA 
COMES TO GRIPS VI TK THIS HIGHLY EMOTIONAL ISSUE. 


1. CUrtMdAY: On JANUARY 11, FOPElGN MINISTER COLOMBO 

FACED HOSTILE WEST I ONI MG IN THE ITALIAN SENATE OH THE 
SUBJECT Or GOI EEHAV I OR RE THE DESAPAftAClBOS. THE 
ESSENCE O' C01GME3’ 3 REMARKS WAS THAT GCA RESPONSES TO 
ITALIAN APPROACHES HAVE BEEN IK-DEOUAU, 1H*T K : A HAS 
PURSUED IKE MATTER VIGOROUSLY WITH THE ARGENTINES AND 
Will CONTINUE TO DO SC, .AMD THAT IN FACT ITALIAN SUCCESSES 
TO DATE IN SECURING THE RELEASE OF DETAINED ITALG- 
ARGEHTIHES HAS BEEN NOTEWORTHY. AS EVER IN ITALY, INTER- 
NAL roiiTic: Pi mveo a role in the deeate. PFirs; coverage 
WAS HEAVY, BUT WE INSPECT THAT DOMESTIC ATTENTION 10 THE 
HATTER WitL DIE DOWN FOR THE PRESENT. END SUMMARY. 
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2. lUi IN A rORTy-FIVE MINUTE ADDRESS TO THE ITAHAIi 
SENATE C!i JANUA'J ll', FOREIGN MINISTER COLOMBO REVIEWED 
IN DETwil I Tr-1 Iw.V ACTION 7Q DATE O.U ThE SUBJECT OF 
HISS ING' IM S R iSCNED i TAlO- ARGENT INFS. HE INITIATED 
HIS ADDRESS WITr THE REMARK THAT ITALY 'COULD NOT 
ACCEPT r S VALID*:, 3 SATISrACinr THE argentine 
GOVERNMENT’S CLAIM THAT IT K NOV'S NOTH i NG AECUT THE 
MATTER. COLOMBO AFF I RMcO, HOWEVER, THAT -- KEEPING 
IN MIND THE INTERESTS OF THE ITAliAII COLONY IN 
ARGENTINA -- CO I W'CL'lD STAND TO GAIN NOTHING BY 
DRIVING 6 IL ATERAl REl AT I CNS TO THE BREAKING POINT. 


3. CCLC-EO THEN PE VIE WED IN DETaIL ThE 

NUMEROUS *PPRO-Gr.L: US 7 DIPLCM-T 1C NOTES, IHNUMER- 


FRCM THE DOCUMENT POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT AND EUEHOS 
AIRES OK DECEMBER 2, 19t.’. HE NOTED ThAT APPROACHES 

FORMER PRIME MINISTER SPACOlllil HAD RAISED THE MATTER 
WITH UllSYG PE REI Cl CUELLAR AS RECENTLY AS NOVEMBER 5 OF 
LAST YEAR. ALL ThE ABOVE HAD RESULTED IN THE RELEASE, 
BETWEEN 1574 AMO THE PRESENT, OF 3 1 £ INCARCERATED 
I TALC-ARGENT IliES OUT OF 3S2, WHICH COLOMBO FEELS IS A 
GOOD TRAGk RECORD. 
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DECONTROL 

■ ■HJCNTINA PROJECT (S200000044y 
1 l.s. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
toraaret P. Grafeld, Director 
(/C Release ( ) Excise ( )Deny 
Exemption(s): 


l ' 1 RlllJE r (t. ( ) In Part In Full V€ Y <5 linfTC'L- 

( ) Classify as — ( ) Extend as ( ) Downgrade to 

Da!e Declassify on Reason 



HE NOTED W»T DESPITE ThE P -CEl E IN- 
HAS SPECIAL TIES WITH ARGENTINA WHICH SHOULD 
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